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                                                                            Livret
                                                                        
                                    Le chœur masculine « Optina Poustyne » a été créé dans le métoque de l’Assomption du monastère d’Optina Poustyne à Saint-Pétersbourg. La première liturgie a été célébrée le 15 septembre 1996. Au fil du temps, l’ensemble est devenu un laboratoire créatif pour le retour de l’héritage de chant de l’Ancienne Russie des collections manuscrites des bibliothèques académiques à la pratique liturgique. Aujourd’hui, en plus des anciens chants à une seule voix russes, les types différents du chant polyphonique d’église russe résonnent dans le métoque : le chant en ligne et le chant polyphonique, ainsi que les chants de la Grèce, de la Serbie, de la Bulgarie et de la Géorgie. En outre, le chœur interprète à la fois des versions composées et propres des chants de l’église, ainsi que des œuvres d’auteurs de compositeurs de l’église.

Le fondateur de l’ensemble et le directeur artistique Aleksadnr Semyonov est diplômé de la faculté de direction de chorale du Conservatoire de Saint-Pétersbourg où il a étudié en outre la notation russe ancienne et la direction symphonique. Il est un auteur d’un bon nombre d’arrangements choraux, de projets de recherche et de programmes de concerts.

[image: img]

Le chœur est composé de chanteurs professionnels : le ténor Andrei Ivanushkin et la basse ViKtor Khaprov (depuis 1997), le baryton et le grand-chantre SergeI Grigoriev (depuis 1999), la basse profundo Vladimir Miller, le lauréat de concours internationaux, la basse Dmitrii Shishkin (depuis 2002), le lauréat de concours internationaux, le baryton Boris Petrov (depuis 2012), le ténor Ivan Egorov et le ténor Nikita Chernikov (depuis 2019), le ténor Danis Imamutdinov (depuis 2022). L’ensemble se compose de voix soigneusement sélectionnées : de la basse la plus basse – profundo au ténor le plus élevé – altino, ce qui permet de résoudre des tâches de performance de toute complexité avec succès.

En ce qui concerne l’activité de concert, l’ensebmle se spécialise dans les thèmes musicaux et historiques et possède un répertoire varié allant de la musique spirituelle aux œuvres de chambre des classiques choraux du monde. En développant constamment plusieurs projets à grande échelle, les musiciens ajoutent constamment le recherche et le performance avec de nouvelles partitions à leur expérience. En 2006, le chœur a enregistré « Messa di Gloria » de Pietro Mascagni avec l’orchestre I Solisti Veneti est sorti sous le label Warner Music. En 2008, au musée historique de Regensburg, le chœur a présenté le projet " Le Chant de l’Ancienne Église » ; les chants byzantins, grégoriens, arméniens et géorgiens des Ve-XVIe siècles ont été interprétés dans les langues originales. Le programme « Ars Antiqua & Ars Nova » composé de chefs-d’œuvre d'Europe occidentale de la Renaissance a été lancé pour la première fois en 2011 sous la direction de Paul Van Nevel. En 2023, une réinterprétation créative de ce programme est préparée pour la prochaine performance à la Philharmonie de Saint-Pétersbourg. Le projet « Les Chants des Diacres Chanteurs de l’État », dont le travail a commencé en 2013 avec le concert du même nom à l’orchestre philharmonique de Saint-Pétersbourg, est consacré aux chants nés dans les entrailles de la plus célèbre société de chant russe de l’époque du règne d’Ivan III à l’époque du Pierre le Grand.

Le choeur « Optina Poustyne » a visité plus de 20 pays d’Europe, d’Asie et d’Amérique avec des tournées. Les musiciens ont donné des concerts à la Cathédrale de l’Assomption du Kremlin de Moscou, aux Cathédrales Sainte-Sophie de Kyiv et de Novgorod, dans de nombreuses Cathédrales d’Europe occidentale, dans les salles de la Philharmonie de Saint-Pétersbourg et de la Chapelle, dans la salle de Concert nommée d’après P. I. Tchaïkovski (Moscou), de la Philharmonie de Kyiv, dans les salles de concert Laeiszhalle (Hambourg), Temppeliaukio (Helsinki), Rikskonserter (Stockholm), Niguliste (Tallinn).

L’ensemble participe constamment à des festivals internationaux. Ils comptent le Festival de Pâques de Moscou, Festival d’Auvers-sur-Oise (France), Musica Sacra International (Allemagne), Millennium Sacrum (Espagne), BEMUS (Serbie), « Été d’Ohrid » (Macédoine), Orientale lumen (Hongrie), Muzyka w Starym Krakowie (Pologne), Credo (Estonie), le Festival de Noël de Moscou, « Le Spectacle à Rostov » à Rostov Veliky, « Transfiguration » à Yaroslavl.

En 2022-2023, le chœur « Optina Poustyne » a présenté un programme solo à la Université des sciences humaines de Saint-Tikhon (Moscou) et à la Sloboda Aleksandrovskaia, a donné plusieurs concerts à la Philharmonie de Saint-Pétersbourg, a joué à la maison internationale de la musique de Moscou, à la Philharmonie de Krasnoïarsk et de Vologda, à la Cathédrale Sainte-Sophie de Vologda.

La discographie du chœur comprend 15 CD et SACD. La musique enregistrée par le collectif retentit dans de nombreux longs métrages et documentaires russes et étrangers.
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                                                                            opúsculo
                                                                        
                                    El Coro de Hombres Óptina Pústyñ se fundó en el Metochion de la Asunción del Monasterio Óptina Pústyñ de San Petersburgo. La primera liturgia de estandarte se celebró el 15 de septiembre de 1996. Con el tiempo, el conjunto se convirtió en un laboratorio creativo para devolver a la práctica litúrgica el patrimonio cantado de la antigua Rusia desde las colecciones de manuscritos de las bibliotecas académicas. En la actualidad, además de los cantos a una voz de la antigua Rusia, en los servicios divinos del Metochion del monasterio se cantan diferentes tipos de antiguos polifonía eclesiástica rusa, así como cantos de Grecia, Serbia, Bulgaria y Georgia. Además, el coro interpreta versiones propias y de compositores de cantos eclesiásticos, así como obras de compositores eclesiásticos.

El fundador, director artístico del coro, Alexander Semyónov, se licenció en la facultad de dirección y coral del Conservatorio de San Petersburgo, donde además estudió notación rusa antigua y dirección sinfónica. Ha escrito un importante número de arreglos corales, conceptos para proyectos de investigación y programas de conciertos.

[image: img]

El coro incluye cantantes profesionales: tenor Andrey Ivánushkin y bajo Víctor Khaprov (desde 1997), barítono y coro maister Serguei Grigóryev (desde 1999), bajo profundo Vladímir Míller, laureado de concursos internacionales bajo Dmitry Shishkin (desde 2002), laureado de concursos internacionales, barítono Borís Petrov (desde 2012), tenor Iván Egórov y tenor Nikita Chérnikov (desde 2019), tenor Danís Imamutdínov (desde 2022). El conjunto está formado por voces cuidadosamente seleccionadas, desde el bajo profundo más bajo hasta el tenor contralto más alto, lo que permite abordar con éxito interpretaciones de cualquier complejidad.

En sus actividades escénicas, el conjunto se especializa en temas musicales e históricos y cuenta con un repertorio variado que va desde la música sacra hasta obras de cámara de clásicos corales mundiales. En continuo desarrollo de varios proyectos de gran envergadura, los músicos añaden constantemente nuevas partituras a su repertorio. En 2006, el coro grabó la CD junto con la orquesta I Solisti Veneti. En 2008, el Museo Histórico de Ratisbona presentó el proyecto "Cantos de la Iglesia Antigua": se interpretaron cantos bizantinos, gregorianos, armenios y georgianos de los siglos V al XVI en sus idiomas originales. Ars Antiqua & Ars Nova, un programa de obras maestras de la polifonía renacentista de Europa Occidental, se interpretó por primera vez en 2011 bajo la batuta de Paul van Nevel. En 2023, la Filarmónica de San Petersburgo está preparando una reinterpretación creativa del programa. El proyecto "Canto de los cantores zaristas", cuyos trabajos comenzaron en 2013 con un concierto homónimo en la Filarmónica de San Petersburgo, está dedicado a los cantos que nacieron en el seno de la corporación de cantores rusos más famosa desde el reinado de Iván III hasta la época de Pedro el Grande.

El Coro Óptina Pústyñ ha realizado giras por más de 20 países de Europa, Asia y América. Los músicos han ofrecido conciertos en la Catedral de la Asunción del Kremlin de Moscú, las Catedrales de Santa Sofia de Kíev y Nóvgorod, numerosas catedrales de Europa Occidental, las salas de Filarmónica y de Cappella Académica de San Petersburgo, ha actuado en la Sala de Conciertos Chaikovski de Moscú, la Filarmónica de Kiev, las Salas Laeiszhalle de Hamburgo, Temppeliaukio de Helsinki, Rikskonserter de Estocolmo y Niguliste de Tallin.

El conjunto participa regularmente en festivales internacionales. Entre ellos cabe destacar: Festival de Pascua de Moscú, Festival d'Auvers-sur-Oise (Francia), Música Sacra Internacional (Alemania), Millennium Sacrum (España), BEMUS (Serbia), Verano de Ohrid (Macedonia), Orientale lumen (Hungría), Muzyka w Starym Krakowie (Polonia), Credo (Estonia), Festival de Navidad de Moscú, Acción de Rostov en Rostov Veliki, Transfiguración en Yaroslavl.

En 2022-2023, el Coro Óptina Pústyñ presentó un programa en solitario en la Universidad humanitaria de San Tikhonov (Moscú), y Alexándrovskaya Slobodá, la catedral de Santa Sofía en Vologda, el monasterio de Mirozhsky; dio varios conciertos en la Filarmónica de San Petersburgo, Krasnoyarsk y Vologda, actuó en la Casa Internacional de Música de Moscú.

El coro cuenta con una discografía de 15 CD y SACD. La música grabada por el conjunto ha aparecido en numerosas películas y documentales rusos y extranjeros.
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                                                                            Broschüre
                                                                        
                                    Der Männerchor „Optina Pustyn“ wurde auf dem Mariä-Entschlafens des Kirche Optina Pustyn in Sankt Petersburg gegründet. Die erste liturgie alte singing wurde am 15. September 1996 durchgeführt. Mit der Zeit wurde das Kollektiv zu einem kreativen Labor für die Rückgabe des Erbes der Gesänge des Altrusslands aus den handgeschriebenen Sammlungen von akademischen Bibliotheken in die Gottesdienstpraxis. Heute werden verschiedene Arten der russischen kirchlichen Mehrstimmigkeit - Strochnoe-Gesang, Partes-Gesang, Gesänge Griechenlands, Serbiens, Bulgariens und Georgiens, neben den altrussischen einstimmigen Gesängen in den Gottesdiensten des Klosterhofes aufgeführt. Darüber hinaus führt der Chor sowohl komponistische und eigene Versionen von Kirchengesängen als auch Autorenwerke.

Der Gründer des Kollektivs, künstlerischer Leiter und Regent Alexander Semjonow schloss das Studium an der Fakultät für Dirigieren und Chor des Sankt Petersburger Konservatoriums ab, wo er zusätzlich die altrussischen Notationen und das sinfonische Dirigieren studierte. Er ist Autor einer bedeutenden Zahl von Chorarrangements, Konzepten der Forschungsprojekte und Konzertprogramme.

[image: img]

Der Chor besteht aus professionellen Sängern: Tenor Andrej Iwanuschkin, Bass Wiktor Haprow (seit 1997), Bariton und Regent Sergej Grigorjew (seit 1999), Tiefer bass profondo Wladimir Miller, Laureat der internationalen Wettbewerbe, Bass Dmitrij Schischkin (seit 2002), Laureat der internationalen Wettbewerbe, Bariton Boris Petrow (seit 2012), Tenor Iwan Egorow, Tenor Nikita Tschernikow (seit 2019), Tenor Danis Imamutdinow (seit 2022). Das Ensemble besteht aus sorgfältig ausgewählten Stimmen: vom tiefsten Basso profondo bis zum höchsten Tenor contraltino, dies ermöglicht es, Interpretationsaufgaben allen Schwierigkeitsgrades erfolgreich zu lösen.

Das Kollektiv spezialisiert sich bei der Konzerttätigkeit in musikhistorischen Themen und verfügt über ein vielfältiges Repertoire von der geistlichen Musik bis zu Kammerwerken der Chorklassik. Dank der kontinuierlichen Entwicklung von mehreren Großprojekten ergänzen die Musiker ständig ihr Forschungs- und Künstlerkapital mit neuen Partituren. 2006 nahm der Chor CD zusammen mit dem Orchester I Solisti Veneti auf. 2008 wurde das Projekt „Gesang der alten Kirche“ im Historischen Museum Regensburg präsentiert: byzantinische, gregorianische, armenische und georgische Gesänge vom 5. bis zum 16. Jahrhundert wurden in Originalsprachen aufgeführt. Das Programm „Ars Antiqua & Ars Nova“, das aus Meisterwerken der westeuropäischen Mehrstimmigkeit der Renaissance besteht, wurde 2011 zum ersten Mal unter der Leitung von Paul Van Nevel aufgeführt. 2023 wird ein kreatives Umdeuten dieses Programms in der Sankt Petersburger Philharmonie aufgeführt werden. Das Projekt „Gesänge der König sänger“, an dem die Arbeit 2013 mit einem gleichnamigen Konzert in der Sankt Petersburger Philharmonie begonnen wurde, ist den Gesängen, die im Inneren der berühmtesten russischen Gesangkorporation von der Regierungszeit von Iwan III. bis zur Epoche von Peter I. dem Großem geboren wurden, gewidmet.

Der Chor „Optina Pustyn“ war mit Gastspielen in mehr als 20 Ländern Europas, Asiens und Amerikas. Die Musiker gaben Konzerte in der Mariä-Entschlafens-Kathedrale des Moskauer Kremls, in den Sophienkathedralen in Kiew und Nowgorod, in zahlreichen Kathedralen Westeuropas, in Sälen der Sankt Petersburger Philharmonie und der Akademischen Kapelle, im Tschaikowski-Konzertsaal (Moskau), in der Kiewer Philharmonie, in Konzertsälen der Laeiszhalle (Hamburg), der Temppeliaukio-Kirche (Helsinki), der Rikskonserter (Stockholm), der Niguliste-Kirche (Tallinn).

Das Kollektiv nimmt ständig an internationalen Festivals teil. Darunter sind das Moskauer Osterfestival, das Festival d'Auvers-sur-Oise (Frankreich), das Musica Sacra International (Deutschland), das Millennium Sacrum (Spanien), das BEMUS (Serbien), das Ohrid Sommer Festival (Makedonien), das Orientale lumen (Ungarn), das Muzyka w Starym Krakowie (Polen), das Credo (Estland), das Moskauer Weihnachtsfestival, „Das Rostower Mysterienspiel“ in Rostow, „Verklärung Christi“ in Jaroslawl.

2022-2023 präsentierte der Chor „Optina Pustyn“ ein Solo-Programm an der Orthodoxen St. Tikhonov-Universität in Moskau, der Sophienkathedrale in Wologda, dem Alexander-Sloboda-Kloster und dem Miroz-Kloster, gab mehrere Konzerte in der Philharmonie St. Petersburg, Krasnojarsk und Wologda, trat im Internationalen Haus der Musik in Moskau.

Die Diskografie des Chors umfasst 15 CDs und SACDs. Die Musik, die vom Kollektiv aufgenommen wurde, erklingt in vielen russischen und ausländischen Kunst- und Dokumentarfilmen.
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                                                                            livreto
                                                                        
                                    O coro masculino “Optina Pustyn” foi criado na Catedral da Assunção do Mosteiro Optina Pustyn em São Petersburgo. A primeira liturgia Znamenny foi servida em 15 de setembro de 1996. Com o tempo, a equipe se tornou um laboratório criativo para o retorno da herança de canto da antiga Rus' das coleções de manuscritos de bibliotecas acadêmicas para a prática litúrgica. Hoje, além dos antigos cantos monofônicos russos, vários tipos de polifonia da igreja russa são ouvidos em misas ortodoxas da Catedral: canto em linha e primeiro part song, bem como cantos da Grécia, Sérvia, Bulgária e Geórgia. Além disso, o coro apresenta versões do compositor e próprias de cantos religiosos, bem como composições autorais de compositores religiosos.

O fundador do grupo, diretor artístico e diretor do coro Aleksandr Semyonov formou-se na faculdade de regência e coral do Conservatório de São Petersburgo, onde também estudou notações russas antigas e regência sinfônica. É autor de um número significativo de arranjos corais, conceitos dos projetos de pesquisa e programas de concertos.
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O coro inclui cantores profissionais: tenor Andrei Ivanushkin e baixo Viktor Khaprov (desde 1997), barítono e diretor de coro Sergei Grigoriev (desde 1999), baixo profundo Vladimir Miller, laureado de competições internacionais, baixo Dmitry Shishkin (desde 2002), vencedor de concursos internacionais, barítono Boris Petrov (desde 2012), tenor Ivan Egorov e tenor Nikita Chernikov (desde 2019), tenor Danis Imamutdinov (desde 2022). O conjunto consiste em vozes cuidadosamente selecionadas: do mais baixo (baixo profundo) ao mais alto (tenorino), o que permite resolver com sucesso tarefas de execução de qualquer complexidade.

Nas atividades de concerto, o grupo é especializado em temas musicais e históricos e possui um repertório variado que vai da música sacra a obras de câmara de clássicos corais mundiais. Desenvolvendo continuamente vários projetos de grande escala ao mesmo tempo, os músicos estão constantemente reabastecendo suas bagagens de pesquisa e execução com novas partituras. Em 2006, o coro gravou “Messa di Gloria” de Pietro Mascagni com a orquestra I Solisti Veneti. Em 2008, o projeto “Canto da Igreja Antiga” foi apresentado no Museu Histórico de Regensburg: cantos bizantinos, gregorianos, armênios e georgianos dos séculos V a XVI foram executados nas línguas originais. O programa “Ars Antiqua & Ars Nova”, composto por obras-primas da polifonia da Europa Ocidental do Renascimento, foi apresentado pela primeira vez em 2011 sob a direção de Paul van Nevel. Em 2023, um repensar criativo deste programa foi preparado para a próxima apresentação na Filarmônica de São Petersburgo. O projeto “Cantos dos Cantores do Soberano”, chamada em russo pevchiy diak, trabalho iniciado em 2013 com um concerto de mesmo nome na Filarmônica de São Petersburgo, é dedicado aos cantos que nasceram nas profundezas da mais famosa corporação de canto russa do era do reinado de Ivan III à era de Pedro o Grande.

O coro “Optina Pustyn” visitou com turnês mais de 20 países da Europa, Ásia e América. Os músicos deram concertos na Catedral da Assunção do Kremlin de Moscovo, nas catedrais de Santa Sofia em Kiev e Novgorod, em várias catedrais da Europa Ocidental, nas salas da Filarmônica de São Petersburgo e na Capela Acadêmica, na Sala de Concertos P.I. Tchaikovsky (Moscovo), Filarmônica de Kiev, salas de concerto Laeiszhalle (Hamburgo), Temppeliaukio (Helsinque), Rikskonserter (Estocolmo), Niguliste (Tallinn).

A equipe participa constantemente de festivais internacionais. Entre eles: Festival de Páscoa de Moscovo, Festival d’Auvers-sur-Oise (França), Musica Sacra International (Alemanha), Millennium Sacrum (Espanha), BEMUS (Sérvia), “Verão de Ohrid” (Macedônia), Orientale lumen (Hungria), Muzyka w Starym Krakowie (Polônia), Credo (Estônia), Festival de Natal de Moscovo, "Ação de Rostóvia" em Rostóv, “Transfiguração" em Yaroslavl.

Em 2022-2023, o coro “Optina Pustyn” apresentou um programa solo na Câmara da Catedral (Moscovo), Catedral de Santa Sofia em Vologda, e no Kremlin de Aleksandrov, deu vários concertos na Filarmônicas de São Petersburgo, Krasnoyarsk e Vologda, apresentou-se na Casa Internacional da Música de Moscovo.

A discografia do coro inclui 15 CDs e SACDs. A música gravada pela banda é apresentada em muitos filmes e documentários russos e estrangeiros.
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                                                                            小册子
                                                                        
                                    The Optina Pustyn male choir

《奥普钦那修道院》男合唱团的成立地点是奥普钦那修道院修道院附属的圣母安息节会会馆。1996年9月15日举行了第一次弥撒符号记谱圣咏。随着时间的推移，合唱团成为一个创造性的实验室，将古代俄罗斯的歌唱遗产从学术图书馆的手稿收藏中回归到礼仪实践中。今天，除了古老的俄罗斯单声道圣歌外，在教堂教会会馆的神圣仪式上还唱着不同种类的俄罗斯教堂复调：小写圣歌和早期游击队圣歌，以及来自希腊、塞尔维亚、保加利亚和格鲁吉亚的圣歌。此外，唱诗班还表演作曲家和自己版本的教堂圣歌，以及教会作曲家的作品。

该合唱团的创始人、艺术总监和合唱团指挥亚历山大-谢苗诺夫(Alexander Semyonov)毕业于圣彼得堡音乐学院的指挥和合唱系，在那里他还学习了古俄语记谱法和交响乐指挥。他写了大量的合唱编曲、研究项目概念和音乐会节目。合唱团由精心挑选的声部组成：从最低的低音，男低音歌手 - profundo，到最高的男高音 - altino，这使我们能够成功解决任何复杂的表演任务。

[image: img]

在音乐会活动中，该团专攻音乐和历史主题，曲目多样，从圣乐到世界合唱经典的室内作品。持续地同时开发几个大型项目，音乐家们不断地为他们的研究和表演组合添加新的乐谱。2006年，合唱团与I Solisti Veneti乐团合作录制了。2008年，雷根斯堡历史博物馆推出了 "古代教会的歌唱 "项目。五至十六世纪的拜占庭、格里高利、亚美尼亚和格鲁吉亚的圣歌以其原始语言被唱出。节目"Ars Antiqua＆Ars Nova"，由文艺复兴时期西欧复调的杰作组成，于2011年在Paul van Nevel的指导下首次演出。在2023年，一个创造性的重新思考这个节目正在为下一场在圣彼得堡爱乐乐团的演出准备。2013年在圣彼得堡爱乐乐团举办的同名音乐会上开始的 《君主教士的歌唱合唱团 》项目，致力于展示从伊凡三世统治时期到彼得大帝时代的最著名的俄罗斯歌唱团体中产生的圣歌。

《奥普钦那修道院》男合唱团已在欧洲，亚洲和美洲的20多个国家巡回演出。音乐家们曾在莫斯科克里姆林宫的圣母升天大教堂、基辅和诺夫哥罗德的圣索菲亚大教堂、西欧的众多大教堂、圣彼得堡爱乐和学术卡佩拉的大厅、柴可夫斯基音乐厅（莫斯科）和基辅爱乐厅（莫斯科）举行过音乐会。克里姆林宫还在莫斯科柴可夫斯基音乐厅、基辅爱乐厅、汉堡的Laeiszhalle、赫尔辛基的Temppeliaukio、斯德哥尔摩的Rikskonserter和塔林的Niguliste演出。

该合唱团经常参加国际音乐节。其中包括：莫斯科复活节节，Festival d'auvers-sur-Oise（法国），Musica Sacra International（德国），Millennium Sacrum（西班牙），Bemus（塞尔维亚），Ohrid Summer（马其顿），Orientale lumen（匈牙利），Muzyka w Starom Krakowie（波兰），Credo（爱沙尼亚），莫斯科圣诞节节，罗斯托夫大帝的"罗斯托夫行动"，雅罗斯拉夫尔市的"耶稣显圣容"音乐节。

在2022-2023年，《奥普钦那修道院》男合唱团在莫斯科大教堂室和亚历山大斯洛博达举办了独奏节目，在圣彼得堡爱乐乐团举办了几场音乐会，在莫斯科国际音乐之家，克拉斯诺亚尔斯克和沃洛格达爱乐乐团大厅在沃洛格达圣索菲亚大教堂演出。

合唱团的唱片包括15张CD和SACD.在许多俄罗斯和外国电影和纪录片中都能听到合唱团录制的音乐。
                                

                                
                                    [image: ]
                                

                            

                        

                    

                                
                
                    
                        The Optina Pustyn male choir was created at the Dormition Metochion Church of the Optina Pustyn monastery in St. Petersburg. The first znamenny notation liturgy was celebrated on 15 September 1996. Over time, the ensemble has become a creative laboratory for the return of the singing heritage of Ancient Russia from the manuscript collections of academic libraries to liturgical practice. Today, in addition to the Ancient Russian one-voice chants, different types of Russian church polyphony are heard at the services of the Metochion: strochnoe and partesnoe choral singing, as well as chants of Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria and Georgia. In addition, the choir performs both composer’s and own versions of church chants, as well as author’s compositions.

                    

                    
                                                    Booklet
                                                
The founder of the ensemble and artistic director Aleksandr Semyonov graduated from the Conducting and Choral Faculty of St. Petersburg Conservatory where he additionally studied Ancient Russian notation and symphonic conducting. He is the author of a significant number of choral arrangements, concepts of research projects and concert programs.

The choir consists of professional singers: tenor Andrei Ivanushkin and bass Viktor Khaprov (since 1997), baritone and chior master Sergei Grigoriev (since 1999), profound bass, leading singer of State Academic Capella and Mariinsky Theatre Vladimir Miller, laureate of international competition, bass Dmitry Shishkin (since 2002), laureate of international competitions, baritone Boris Petrov (since 2012), tenor Ivan Egorov and tenor Nikita Chernikov (since 2019), tenor Danis Imamutdinov (since 2022). The ensemble consists of carefully selected voices: from the lowest profound bass to the highest tenor altino which allows to successfully solve performing tasks of any complexity.

[image: img]

As for the concert activities, the ensemble specializes in musical and historical themes and has a diverse repertoire from church music to chamber works of world choral classics. Continuously developing several large-scale projects at once, the musicians constantly replenish their research and performing experience with new musical scores. In 2006, a collaboration album with the I Solisti Veneti orchestra was released on the Warner Music label. In 2008, the project “Chants of an Ancient Church” was presented at the Regensburg Museum of History; Byzantine, Gregorian, Armenian and Georgian chants of the V-XVI centuries were performed in the original languages. The program “Ars Antiqua & Ars Nova” consisting of masterpieces of Western European polyphony of the Renaissance was first performed in 2011 under the direction of Paul van Nevel. In 2023, a creative reinterpreting of this program is being prepared for the next performance at St. Petersburg Philharmonia. The project “Chants of the Tsar Singers”, work on which began in 2013 with a concert of the same name at the St. Petersburg Philharmonia, is dedicated to the chants born in the depths of the most famous Russian singing corporation from the reign of Ivan III and to the era of Peter the Great.

The choir “Optina Pustyn” has toured more than 20 countries in Europe, Asia and America. The musicians performed concerts in the Dormition Cathedral of the Moscow Kremlin, St. Sophia Cathedrals of Kyiv and Novgorod, in numerous cathedrals of Western Europe, in the halls of the St. Petersburg Philharmonia and Academic Capella, the Tchaikovsky Concert Hall (Moscow), Moscow International House of Music, the Kyiv Philharmonia, concert halls Laeiszhalle (Hamburg), Temppeliaukio (Helsinki), Rikskonserter (Stockholm), Niguliste (Tallinn).

The ensemble constantly participates in international festivals. They include Moscow Easter Festival, Festival d’Auvers-sur-Oise (France), Musica Sacra International (Germany), Millennium Sacrum (Spain), BEMUS (Serbia), Ohrid Summer (Macedonia), Orientale lumen (Hungary), Muzyka w Starym Krakowie (Poland), Credo (Estonia), Moscow Christmas Festival, “Rostov Action” in Rostov the Great, “Transfiguration” in Yaroslavl.

In 2022-2023, the choir “Optina Pustyn” presented a solo program at the Saint Tikhon's Orthodox University (Moscow), Mirozhsky Monasery and the Alexandrovskaya Sloboda, gave several concerts at the St. Petersburg, Krasnoyarsk and Vologda Philharmonic, performed at the Moscow International House of Music.

The choir’s discography includes 15 CDs and SACDs. The music recorded by the ensemble is heard in many Russian and foreign feature films and documentaries.
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                What’s on

                
                    
                    
                    
                    





            28.04.2024

        The Grand Philharmonic Hall, St. Petersburg, 20:00

        
            Tickets
    







            14.05.2024

        The Small Philharmonic Hall, St. Petersburg, 19:00. 

        
            Tickets
    







            07.07.2024

        Antonievo-Dymsky Monastery, Leningrad Region

        
    







            09.07.2024

        Antonievo-Dymsky Monastery, Leningrad Region

        
    







            24.09.2024

        The Small Philharmonic Hall, St. Petersburg, 19:00. Chants os an Ancient Church

        
    
                

                
                
                    Apart from the concert periods, the choir can be heard at the Dormition Metochion of Optina Pustyn monastery. A large choir sings on Saturday evening and at the late Sunday liturgy, also on the twelve-day and temple feasts and at the Holy Week main services. A small choir sings during the other divine services.

                    Divine services schedule
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            31 августа 2022  Krasnoyarsk. Dormition monastery
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            30 августа 2022  Krasnoyarsk Philharmonic Hall
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            30 апреля 2022  Moscow Easter Festival. The Alexandrov Kremlin
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            17 января 2020  Moscow International Performing Arts Center
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            17 января 2020  Ivan Egorov, Nikita Chernikov. Moscow
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            12 января 2018  Velikie Luki, Russia
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            08 августа 2017  St.Sophia. Ohrid, Macedonia. Together with Milena Arsovska (soprano)
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  St.Sophia. Ohrid, Macedonia
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            22 февраля 2016  The St. Nicholas Cathedral in Kronstadt
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            26 января 2016  Uppsala Cathedral. Sweden
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            10 января 2016  The Cathedral of St. Stefаn, Budapest. Together with the St. Ephraim's choir
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            22 мая 2015  Nyiregyhasa. Kodaly Terem. Hungary
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            21 мая 2015  Pecs Cathedral, Hungary
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            21 мая 2015  Pecs Cathedral, Hungary
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            24 марта 2015  Alexander Semyonov, Santa Maria in Cosmedin, Roma, Italy
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            17 января 2015  Epiphany evening. Oktyabrsky Hall, St. Petersburg
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            13 января 2015  Ekaterinburg Philharmonic
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            21 августа 2014  The Metochion of Optina Pustyn Monastery. View from the dome
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            30 апреля 2014  The Nativity Cathedral, Suzdal
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            30 апреля 2014  Metropolitan Chambers, Suzdal
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            03 января 2014  Temppeliaukio Church, Helsinki
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            15 сентября 2013  The Metochion of Optina Pustyn Monastery Consecration
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            09 июня 2013  Festival in Auvers-sur-Oise, France
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            02 июня 2013  Geneve, Switzerland. Victor Khaprov and Vladimir Miller

        

    


	
    
        
            [image: Optina Pustyn male choir. Concert poster at the Kiev Conservatory]
        

    
    
    
        
            
                [image: close]
            

            
            
                [image: Optina Pustyn male choir. Concert poster at the Kiev Conservatory]
            

            
            20 апреля 2013   Concert poster at the Kiev Conservatory
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            02 февраля 2013  St. John's Church, Tallinn
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            08 декабря 2012  Laeiszhalle in Hamburg, Germany
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            21 июля 2012  Abbaye de Pontigny, France
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            18 июля 2012  Eglise Saint-Louis. Hieres, France
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            14 июля 2012  The Rhone Valley, France
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            01 июня 2012  Together with the women's choir of the monastery of St. Gerhard (Armenia). Shimey, Belgium
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            11 мая 2012		  Lausanne Cathedral, Switzerland
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            14 июня 2011  Abbaye Saint-Vincent de Nieul-sur-l'Autise. France
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            04 июня 2011  Holyday in Sigtuna, Sweden. Andrey Ivanushkin
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                                Before Thy Cross we bow down in worship. 
                                Kartli-Kakhetian chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Trisagion. 
                                Kartli-Kakhetian chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                In Thee, O Full of Grace. Hymn by St. John of Damaskus. 
                                Chant from the Suprasl monastery
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Great Doxology. 
                                Serbian chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Crux fidelis, Pange Lingua. 
                                Gregorian chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Gabriel the Archangel was Sent from Heaven. Sticheron on the Annunciation of the Mother of God. 
                                Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Today the Virgin Gives Birth to the Transcendent One. Kontakion of the Christ’s Nativity. 
                                By St. Romanos the Melodist. Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                A Strange and Wonderful Mystery. Znamenny chant. 
                                Irmos of the Christ’s Nativity by St. John of Damaskus
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Since my Youth. Resurrection Antiphon. 
                                Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Thou wast Transfigured on the Mountain. 
                                Kontakion of the Transfiguration of Christ. Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Rise for you at Dawn.Znamenny chant. 
                                 Irmos of the Holy Friday by St. Cosmas of Maiuma
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Today Salvation Has Come to the World. Hymn of the Christ’s Resurrection. 
                                Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Christ is Born. Irmos of the Christ’s Nativity, by St. Cosmas of Maiuma. Strochnoy chant. 
                                The Russian text is taken from the early-17th century manuscript from the collection of Vladimir Odoyevsky. Decipherment by Ekaterina Smirnova
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Psalm 103. Early partsong. 
                                Soloist – Boris Petrov. Canonarch – Andrey Ivanushkin
                            
                            
                        


                        
                            
                    Recorded by St. Petersburg Records Studio in Uzhgorod Philharmonic (1–11), in October 10-11, 2011 & in Christ's Transfiguration Cathedral of Myrozhsky Monastery in Pskov (12–20), in August 24-25, 2008 & October 16, 2014. Sound producer – Alexey Barashkin.
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                                Nativity of Christ. 
                                Arrangement of the Greek chant by Sergey Trubachov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Christmas Troparion
                                Arrangement of the Greek chant by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Amazing news. Carol. 
                                S.Lyudkevich's version
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Heaven and earth. Carol.
                                Alexander Semyonov's version
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                                The Soul longs for Heaven.
                                Music by Georgy Sviridov (1915-2001). Lyrics by Sergey Esenin (1895-1925).
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Saintly Love. Music by Georgy Sviridov (1915-2001). Lyrics by Alexey Tolstoy (1817-1875).
                                 Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov (b.1975)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Venetian Night. Music by Mikhail Glinka (1804 - 1857). Lyrics by Ivan Kozlov (1779 - 1840). 
                                Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Flight of a Bumblebee. Music by Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908). 
                                Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Night. 
                                Music by Sergey Taneev (1856-1915). Lyrics by Nikolay Yazykov (1803-1847)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                I walk the path alone. Music by Elizabeth Shashina (1805-1903). Lyrics by Mikhail Lermontov (1814-1841). 
                                Arrangement by Fyodor Kozlov (1927-2003)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                The Legend about twelve Robbers. 
                                A monastery narrative. Text by Nikolay Nekrasov (1821-1877).
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                From beyond the wooded Island. 
                                Volga song. Lyrics by Dmitry Sadovnikov. Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Lovely night. 
                                A Russian folk song. Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                In the dark forest. 
                                A Russian folk song. Arrangement by Alexander Sveshnikov (1890-1980)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                The golden Cloud slept. 
                                Music by Peter Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893). Lyrics by Mikhail Lermontov (1814 - 1841). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                At bedtime. 
                                Music by Peter Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893). Lyrics by Nikolay Ogaryov (1813-1877). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Plain and plain is all around. 
                                Music by S.Sadovsky. Lyrics by Ivan Surikov (1841-1880). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Winter road. 
                                Music by Vissarion Shebalin (1902-1963). Lyrics by Alexander Puchkin (1799-1837). Arrangement by A.Chmiryov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Snow Flurries. 
                                Music by Alexander Varlamov (1801-1848). Lyrics by Dmitry Glebov (1789-1843). Arrangement by Sergey Jarov (1896-1985)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Blaze, blaze, my Star. 
                                Music by unknown author in arrange-ment Peter Bulakhov (1822-1885) & Vladimir Miller. Lyrics by Vassily Chuevsky (1819-1868)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Moscow evenings. 
                                Music by Vasily Solovyov-Sedoy (1907-1979). Lyrics by Mikhail Matussovsky (1915-1990). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                The bell rings plainness. 
                                Music by K.Sidorovitch. Lyrics by Ivan Makarov (1821-1852). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Kookoo. Folk song. 
                                Arrangement by Sergey Jarov (1896-1985)
                            
                            
                        


                        
                            
                    Recorded at St.Petersburg Records Studio in the Marble Hall of the Russian Ethnographic Museum on June 10-12, 2005; February 9, 2007 & April 30, 2018. Sound producer: Alexey Barashkin.
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                                O Lord, make me to know mine end. Concert No. 32. Andante. 
                                O Lord, make me to know mine end. Music by Dmitry Bortnyansky (1751-1825). Arrangement by A.Semyonov (b.1975).
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O Lord, make me to know mine end. Concert No. 32. Adagio. 
                                O Lord, make me to know mine end. Music by Dmitry Bortnyansky (1751-1825). Arrangement by A.Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O Lord, make me to know mine end. Concert No. 32. Allegro moderate. 
                                O Lord, make me to know mine end. Music by Dmitry Bortnyansky (1751-1825). Arrangement by A.Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Cherubic hymn. 
                                Music by Dmitry Bortnyansky (1751-1825)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                The noble Joseph. Troparion of the Great and Holy Saturday. Bulgarian chant. 
                                Arrangement by Peter Turtchaninov (1779-1856)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Joy of All Who Sorrow. Bulgarian chant. 
                                Arrangement by Mikhail Popov-Platonov (1879-1942)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Pre-eternal Council. The Hymn on the Annunciation of the Mother of God. 
                                Music by Pavel Tchesnokov (1877-1944)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Blessed art Thou, O Lord. Troparions of the funeral service. 
                                Music by Pavel Tchesnokov (1877 - 1944)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Cherubic hymn. 
                                Music by Viktor Kalinnikov (1870-1927)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O gladsome radiance. 
                                Music by Alexander Grechaninov (1864-1956). Arr. by A.Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O Lord of Hosts. Hymns of the great Compline. Znamenny chant. 
                                Arrangement by Alexander Archangelsky (1846-1924)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Lord, new lettest Thou. Hymn of Simeon the Just. Music by Sergey Rachmaninov (1873-1943). 
                                Arrangement by A.Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O Mother of God, rejoice. Music by Georgy Sviridov (1915-2001). 
                                Arrangement by A.Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Come believers. Тhe Irmos by the Holy Thursday. 
                                Music by Georgy Sviridov (1915-2001)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                To-day he is hung upon a tree. Antiphon of the Holy Friday. 
                                Music by Sergey Trubachov (1919-1995)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                To-day God that sitteth on spiritual Thrones. The Hymn on the Nativity of the Mother of God. 
                                Znamenny chant. Arrangement by Lev Gubin (b.1971)
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                                Polyeleos. 
                                Strochnoy chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Cherubic Hymn. 
                                Strochnoy chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                The great Doxologi. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                We Thy servants the Mother of God. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O glansome radiance
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                It is truly meet. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Cherubic Hymn. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O Holy God. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                By the rivers of Babylon. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Pre-eternal Council. The Hymn on the Annunciation of the Mother of God. 
                                Partes interpretation of the Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Entry of the archbishop. 
                                Early partes
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Blessed is the Man. 
                                Partes interpretation of the Demestvenny chant
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                                Stichera, similar to: "O, most glorious wonder".
                                The Optina Pustyn monastery chant
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                                Moscow Nights. 
                                Music by Vasily Solovyov-Sedoy (1907-1979). Lyrics by Mikhail Matussovsky (1915-1990). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
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                                Kontakion of the Akathist. 
                                The Optina Pustyn monastery podoben (prosomeion) «Oh, Glorious marvel»
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                                Lord, I have cried.  
                                Optina Pustyn monastery podoben (prosomeion) "Joy of the ranks of heaven"
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Aposticha, tone 4 of znamenny chant. Similar to: "As a virtuous". 
                                Interpreted by L.Pariysky
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                    In 2004, in Italy, the Optina Pustyn choir recorded “Messa di Gloria” by Pietro Mascagni on the Warner Music label together with the I Solisti Veneti orchestra conducted by Claudio Scimone.
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                                It is truly worthy. 
                                Early partes version of the Kyevan chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Let us chant to the Mother of Our God. 
                                Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Hosts' joy. 
                                Optina Pustyn monastery Podoben
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Since my Youth. 
                                Greek chant. D.Allemanov's version
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Gloty to God in the highest. 
                                Greek chant. S.Rakhmaninov's version
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Our Father.
                                Composed by N.Kedrov - the father
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                                I start on flute my sad verses. 
                                Chant of Peter the Great Epoche. Text by V.Tredyakovsky
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Hey, you, the wide steppe. 
                                A slow folk song. Arrangement by A.Semyonov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Plain and plain is all around. 
                                Music by S.Sadovsky. Lyrics by Ivan Surikov (1841-1880). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov
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                                Cherubic Hymn. Ancient Bulgarian chant. 
                                Rendering by hegumen Siluan Tumanov (b. 1971)
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Our Father. 
                                Demesvenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Dormition of the Mother God. 
                                Arrangement of the Kyiv-Pachersk Lavra chant by A.Voytenko
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Similar to "Down from the Thee Joseph of Arimathaea took Thee dead". 
                                Optina Pustyn monastery chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Let rejoice your soul of You, o Lord. 
                                Arrangement of the Demestvenny chant by S.Sungurov
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                O Lord of Hosts. 
                                Arrangement of the Znamenny chant by A.Arkhangelsky 
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Today the Virgin Gives Birth to the Transcendent One. Kontakion of the Christ’s Nativity. 
                                Valaam chant. Version by K.Nikitin
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Magnification of Annunciation. Archangel voice. 
                                Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                Rejoice, O virgin mother of God. 
                                Music by A.Gvozdetsky
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                                Procession of the Cross. Easter Canon. 
                                Byzantine chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                In the Flesh Thou Didst Fall Asleep. Easter Exapostilarion. 
                                Greek chant
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                                Psalm 103.
                                Bless the Lord, O my soul
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                                By the rivers of Babylon. 
                                Znamenny chant
                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                                I see Your Bridal Chamber adorned, O my Saviour.
                                Kievan chant
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                Cherubic hymn. It is truly meet
                
                                            0:00  Cherubic hymn (“Izhe cheruvimy tajno obrazuyuche”). Arrangement of the old Bulgarian chant by hegumen Siluan Tumanov (b.1971)

5:24  It is truly meet (“Dostojno est”). Strochnoy chant. In accordance with the manuscript of 17th century. Decipherment by Maxim Brazhnikov

Recorded in the Great Philharmonic Hall in St.Petersburg on April 26, 2011
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                Flight of a Bumblebee. N.Rimsky-Korsakov
                
                                            Music by Nikolay Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov.

Recorded in the Petrikirche in  St. Petersburg on January 7, 2007
                                    

            

        

    

    
    

	
    
        
            [image: Optina Pustyn male choir. Kookoo. Folk song]
        

    
    
        
            
                [image: close]
            

            
                
            

            
                Kookoo. Folk song
                
                                            "Kookoo". Folk song.  Arrangement by Sergey Jarov.

Recorded in the Great Philharmonic Hall in St.Petersburg on April 26, 2011
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                Orlando di Lasso (1532-1594). Requiem aeternam (Missa pro Defunctis)
                
                                            Recorded in the Small Philarmonic Hall in St.Petersburg on October 27, 2016
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                Plain and plain is all around. Blaze, blaze, my Star. Evening bell
                
                                            00:00  “Plain and plain is all around”. Music by S.Sadovsky. Lyrics by Ivan Surikov (1841-1880). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov. Soloist – Dmitry Pisarev (baritone)

04:26  “Blaze, blaze, my Star” (‘Gori, gori, moja zvezda’). Music by uncown author in arrangement P.Bulakhov (1822-1885) & Vladimir Miller. Lyrics by Vassily Chuevsky (1819-1868). Soloist – Vladimir Miller (bass profundo)

10:41  “Evening bell”. (Vecherny zvon). A Russian folk song. Music by K.Sidorovich. Lyrics by I.Makarov. Arrangement by Sergey Jarov (1896-1985). Soloist – Alexander Gorbatenko (counter-tenor)

Recorded in the Concert Hall in Nyíregyháza (Hungary) on May 21 2015
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                From beyond the wooded Island. Volga song
                
                                            Lyrics by Dmitry Sadovnikov. Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov.  Soloist – Vladimir Miller (bass profundo).

Recorded at St. Petersburg Records Studio in the Small Philharmonic Hall in Saint-Petersburg on November 8, 2019
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                The Legend about twelve Robbers
                
                                            A monastery narrative. Text by Nikolay Nekrasov (1821-1877). 
Music by Nikolay Manykin-Nevstruev (1869-1920). Soloist – Vladimir Miller (bass profundo).
Recorded in the Small Philharmonic Hall in Saint-Petersburg on May 13, 2021
                                    

            

        

    

    
    

	
    
        
            [image: Optina Pustyn male choir. Concert № 32. Music by Dmitry Bortnyansky (1751-1825)]
        

    
    
        
            
                [image: close]
            

            
                
            

            
                Concert № 32. Music by Dmitry Bortnyansky (1751-1825)
                
                                            “O Lord , make me to know mine end”. Arrangement for a male choir by Alexander Semyonov (b.1975)

Recorded in the National Philharmonic Hall in Kiev on January 29, 2012
                                    

            

        

    

    
    

	
    
        
            [image: Optina Pustyn male choir. Chants of an ancient Church]
        

    
    
        
            
                [image: close]
            

            
                
            

            
                Chants of an ancient Church
                
                                            Recorded in the Small Philharmonic Hall in Saint-Petersburg on December 26, 2021                                    
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                Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace. Music by Sergey Rachmaninov (1873-1943). 
                
                                            'Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace'. Himn of Simeon the Just. 

Music by Sergey Rachmaninov (1873-1943). Arrangement for a male choir by Alexander Semyonov. Soloist – Alexander Gorbatenko (countertenor)

Recorded in the Small Philharmonic Hall in Saint-Petersburg on December 26, 2021
                                    

            

        

    

    
    

	
    
        
            [image: Optina Pustyn male choir. Chants of the Sovereign Singers]
        

    
    
        
            
                [image: close]
            

            
                
            

            
                Chants of the Sovereign Singers
                
                                            Recorded in the Small Philharmonic Hall in Saint-Petersburg on November 3, 2022                                    
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                Joy of those, who are in sorrow
                
                                            “Vseh skorbyaschih radoste”. Arrangement of the Bulgarian chant by Mikhail Popov-Platonov (1879-1942)

Recorded in the Glazunov Hall in Conservatory of St. Petersburg on April 03, 2006
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                Open unto me the doors of repentance, O Life-giver
                
                                            Music by Pavel Chesnokov. Recorded on February 13, 2023. The Small Philharmonic Hall, Saint-Petersburg                                    
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                The bell rings monotonously
                
                                            Music by K.Sidorovitch. Lyrics by I.Makarov (1821-1852).

Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov.

Soloist – Alexander Gorbatenko (countertenor)

Recorded in the St. Petersburg State Academic Capella on July 13, 2009
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                Let all mortal flesh keep silence
                
                                            Recorded on April 2, 2023 at the Spaso-Mirozhsky Monastery (Pskov). The Transfiguration Cathedral, 12th century                                    
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                I will make a prayer to the Lord
                
                                            Music by Lev Beloglazov (1966). Arranged for the male choir by Alexander Semyonov. Recorded in the Moscow Cathedral Chamber on May 10, 2021. The World Premiere
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                O Thou Who Coverest Thyself with Light
                
                                            Bulgarian chant, XVI cent. Recorded in the Rostov Kremlin on August 3, 2019
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                Every gracious creature rejoices at You, oh Lord
                
                                            “O tebe raduetsya”. Chant of Suprasl monastery. In accordance with the manuscript of 1601.

Recorded in the Small Philharmonic Hall in St. Petersburg on October 27, 2016
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                For healthy Cup
                
                                            “Many, many years” for the Tsar Alexey Mikhailovich. In accordance with the manuscript of XVII cent.

Recorded in the Philharmonic Hall in Yekaterinburg on January 15, 2015
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                Franz Schubert (1797-1828). Ave Maria
                
                                            Arrangement for a male choir by Alexander Semyonov

Rehearsal in the St.Sophia Church in Ohrid on August 8, 2017
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                The Angel is crying out. Music by Nikolay Uvarov (1914)
                
                                            This Easter hymn is sung on the Bright Week. Recorded in 2003 in the Dormition cathedral in Moscow Kremlin
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                Chants and prayers
                
                                            Recorded on June 6, 2021 at the Dormition Metochion Church of the Optina Pustyn monastery in St. Petersburg



00:00 ‘Corpus Christi’. Easter Eucharist. Early partes, XVII cent



02:50 ‘Your Resurrection’. Partes interpretation of the Znamenny chant. In accordance with the 18th century scripture from the Solovetsky monastery



03:50 ‘It is truly meet’. Partes interpretation of the Kiev chant. In accordance with the XVIIth century scripture from the Kirill – Belozersky monastery



6:30 ‘Your Hall’. Music by Alexander Kastalsky (1856-1926). Arrangement for a male choir by Georgy Smirnov. Soloist – Nikita Chernikov (tenor)



12:57 ‘Bless the Lord, o my Soul’.  Arrangement of the Greek chant by Sergey Rachmaninov (1873-1943). Arrangement for a male choir by Alexander Semyonov. Soloist – Alexander Gorbatenko (countertenor)                                    
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                Let all mortal flesh keep silence. 
                
                                            Strochnoi chant (string polyphony). Transcription by Anatoly V. Konotop. Recorded on April 2, 2023 at the Transfiguration Cathedral (Mirozhsky Monastery, Pskov). 

 The fragments of Levon Nersesyan's movie "Theophanes the Greek's Frescoes in the Church of the Transfiguration of the Savior on Ilyin Street in Novgorod" were used in this video.
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                Asperges me. Gregorian chant
                
                                            Recorded by St. Petersburg Records Studio in Uzhgorod Philharmonic, in October 11.

 Soloists – Alexander Gorbatenko & Evgeny Mikheev.
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                Cherubic hymn. Old Bulgarian chant
                
                                            In October 2010, Artistic Director of choir took a trip to the Orthodox shrines of the Byzantine Empire. Unfortunately, not much has survived to this day, but even what can be seen today on the territory of modern Turkey and, especially, in Istanbul, makes an indelible impression. Filmed in Hagia Sophia, videos and photographs have been waiting for their time for 10 years and now, at last, they have seen the light of day. The video is edited on the basis of the track of the Optina Pustyn  male choir – “Cherubic hymn” of the old Bulgarian chant as presented by Abbot Siluan (Tumanov), recorded in 2013 for the CD “Chants of an Ancient Church”
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                O Mother of God, rejoice. Music by A.Gvozdetsky
                
                                            "O Mother of God, rejoice". Music by Alexey Gvozdecky.

Recorded in the Cathedral of St. Sophia, Novgorod, 2006
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                Evening on the Raid. Music By V. P. Solovyov-Sedoy
                
                                            “Evening on the Raid” (fragment of the recording for the game World of Warships). Music By V. P. Solovyov-Sedoy (1907-1979). Words by A.D. Churkin (1903-1971). Arranged for male choir by A.V. Semyonov. The soloists are Grigory Chernetsov (baritone) and Dmitry Shishkin (bass). Recorded in the in St.Petersburg Record Studio on November 15, 2018
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                At bedtime. Music by Peter Tchaikovsky (1840 - 1893). Lyrics by N. Ogaryov (1813-1877)
                
                                            Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov. Recorded in the Marble Hall of the Russian Ethnographic Museum on April 30, 2018
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                Blaze, blaze, my Star
                
                                            Blaze, blaze, my Star. Soloist – Vladimir Miller (bass profundo)

“Gori, gori, moja Zvezda”. Music by unknown author in arrangement P.Bulakhov (1822-1885) & Vladimir Miller. Lyrics by Vassily Chuevsky (1819-1868). Recorded in the Marble Hall of the Russian Ethnographic Museum on April 30, 2018
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                Plain and plain is all around. Soloist – Dmitry Pisarev (baritone)
                
                                            Music by S.Sadovsky. Lyrics by Ivan Surikov (1841-1880). Arrangement by Alexander Semyonov.

Recorded in the Marble Hall of the Russian Ethnographic Museum on April 30, 2018
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                St. Petersburg Philharmonic
                
                                            St. Petersburg Philharmonic. May, 2022.
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                St. Petersburg Philharmonic
                
                                            The 20-th anniversary of the choir (St. Petersburg Philharmonic)
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                St. Petersburg Philharmonic 2
                
                                            Lenten Concert, (St. Petersburg Philharmonic). Soyuz-TV, 2011                                    
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                The “Sedmitsa” TV-channel
                
                                            The “Sedmitsa” TV-channel. Dnepropetrovsk, 2015
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    PERFORMANCE AT THE REGENSBURG HISTORICAL MUSEUM (GERMANY)

    The choir presented a panorama of chants of Christian confessions. Some chants sound in their original unison form, others form polyphony, in which the top rises in jubilant melismas over long archaic fifths and octaves. The singers develop astounding loudness for this small cast and cover a wide audio range. 

    
    
                    
                — Mittelbayerische, Von Gerhard Dietel
            
            







    THE CHOIR’S 20-TH ANNIVERSARY (ST. PETERSBURG PHILHARMONIC)

    The title fully conveys the musical stylistic diversity of church and spiritual works performed that evening. According to the rector of the St. Petersburg Theological Academy, Archbishop Ambrose, the choir's works on restoring ancient singing traditions give listeners a unique opportunity not only to listen to a magnificently performed piece of music, but also to connect with the prayerful experience of our ancestors. 

    
    
                    
                — St. Petersburg Theological Academy
            
            







    FESTIVAL IN AUVERS-SUR-OISE (FRANCE)

    The Optina Pustyn male choir from Russia filled the Cathedral of Our Lady in Auvers-sur-Oise with a truly cosmic harmony. The ingenious Boris Petrov succeeded in “Eternal Council”. The glorious Bulgarian chant “Joy to All Who Sorrow” (“Vseh skorbyaschih radoste”) allows to hear each voice separately. The song “Save, God, your people” enabled us to immerse into euphony velvet voice of Vladimir Miller, endowed with one of the richest voices in the world. 

    
    
                    
                — Classique d'aujourd'hui, Bruno Serrou
            
            







    CONCERT TOUR IN SWEDEN

    The Optina Pustyn male choir has been successfully touring the Swedish capital. On October 4 the ensemble held a concert in the one of the oldest churches in the country – the Storkyrkan (“Big Church”) in Stockholm. It was opened in 1306; the kings are crowned and married there. This is not the first meeting of Russian singers with Swedish audiences, but the huge church was still full of people.

    
    
                    
                — The Moscow Patriarchate
            
            







    THE “CHANTS OF AN ANCIENT CHURCH” PROGRAM

    I was able to feel the uplifting grandeur of music in the Temple of St. Gregory of Neokesaria in Derbytsi. The Optina Pustyn male choir treated us with masterpieces of singing art. An exceptional program was performed, featuring Christian chants of the 10th – 17th centuries. Nineteen songs formed a peculiar mini-anthology of church chant. This performance became one of the precious adornments of the X Easter Festival Choir program.  

    
    
                    
                — Belcanto.ru, Igor Koryabin
            
            







    CONCERT IN BELGRADE (SERBIA)

    The Optina Pustyn male choir gave a divine, spiritual and expressive concert in the Belgrade Cathedral. This famous Russian choir consists of singers with the highest vocal and artistic capabilities. Their voices range from countertenors to deep bass. The applause in the temple is inappropriate, but the audience was overwhelmed with such strong emotions that they gave the choir a long standing ovation. 

    
    
                    
                — Saborna crkva
            
            







    THE “SINGING TRADITIONS OF ANCIENT RUSSIA” PROGRAM (SAINT PETERSBURG, RUSSIA)

    The Sacred Music Evenings season at the St. Petersburg Philharmonic opened with chants of the Sovereign Singers performed by the Optina Pustyn male choir. The ensemble was conducted by Alexander Semyonov, the author of many transcriptions of church and secular works. Prayers and spiritual chants were performed. The concert was accompanied by information about Russian history and explanations of singing features.

    
    
                    
                — St. Petersburg Metropolitanate of the Russian Orthodox Church
            
            







    CONCERT IN YUZHNO-SAKHALINSK (RUSSIA)

    The Optina Pustyn male choir gave its first concert in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk. In the first part of the program Russian church chants of the 17th-20th centuries were performed. The second section contained arrangements of Russian folk songs and works by Russian composers of the 19th and 20th centuries. Bishop of Yuzhno-Sakhalin and Kuril, Archimandrite Tikhon (Dorovskikh) expressed gratitude to the choir musicians for a Christmas present to the parishioners of Sakhalin churches. 

    
    
                    
                — Sakhalin and Kuriles— SKR.SU
            
            







    CONCERT IN DACHAU (GERMANY)

    The ensemble's style features are calmness, depth and spirituality. The choir sounds crystal clear and harmonious. None of the soloists entered later or earlier, not one singer drowned out the other, the sound seemed to be monolithic. Ancient chants from Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece and Byzantium were performed with versatile differentiation, easy register change and precise tone.  “Flight of the Bumblebee” by Rimsky-Korsakov arranged by Alexander Semyonov sounds fascinating.

    
    
                    
                — Merkur.de, Von dr. Bärbel Schäfer
            
            







    CONCERT IN VASTERVIK (SWEDEN)

    The Optina Pustyn male choir from St. Petersburg came on a concert tour in Sweden. The fact that they drove into little Vastervik looks like a miracle. The main concerts are held in Stockholm, Uppsala, Linkoping. The choir had performed on Swedish TV the day before. The choir is small. The leader, Alexander Semyonov, stands in the middle and seems to be writing music with his hands. He is not only engaged in conducting: about a third of the program consisted of choral arrangements created by him.

    
    
                    
                — Västerviks-Tidningen, Rune Engelbrektson
            
            







    CONCERT TOUR IN FINLAND

    The world famous male choir Optina Pustyn will come from St. Petersburg to Finland in November. This ensemble was created in 1996 to revive old church chants. In recent years, they have presented many pieces of music found in the monastery libraries. The program will also include famous Russian folk songs. The musicians also promise to perform something more familiar to the Finnish audience.

    
    
                    
                — KONTAKT
            
            







    THE “GLORIFICATION OF CHRISTMAS” PROGRAM IN SMOLENSK (RUSSIA)

    The concert of the male choir Optina Pustyn became a Christmas present for the Smolensk audience and left an unforgettable impression. The audience did not let the artists go for a long time, several musical pieces were performed as an encore in addition to the main program.

    
    
                    
                — Smolensk Metropolitanate of the Russian Orthodox Church
            
            







    PERFORMANCE IN MUROM (RUSSIA)

    The Murom Annunciation Monastery will host a concert of one of the best choral groups in the country – the Optina Pustyn male choir from St. Petersburg. The choir's creative interests are not limited by the Old Russian repertoire. The musicians try to convey the great richness and diversity of Russian choral music.

    
    
                    
                — REGNUM
            
            







    IV INTERNATIONAL SACRED MUSIC FESTIVAL. KYSHTYM (RUSSIA)

    At the end of the concert, the House of Culture shook with applause for a long time. Priest Mikhail Chirkov, rector of the Church of the Nativity of Christ in Kyshtym, did not hide his emotions: “The Optina Pustyn сhoir is a precious pearl in the crown of the festival. What a palette of voices! What a consonance! No other feelings but delight and admiration! Thank you for such a wonderful gift, for coming so far to present us your magnificent art!”

    
    
                    
                — Ozersk.Ru
            
            







    “THE MILLENIUM OF RUSSIAN CHURCH SINGING” PROGRAM

    Singers of the Optina Pustyn male choir presented a panorama of Russian church music from ancient chants to modern monastic chants and brilliant compositions by Rachmaninoff. Its highlight was the performance of unique polyphonic compositions with virtuoso eccentric bass. This music has no analogues in Europe. The choir's brilliant singing manner allows to highlight a new direction in the choral art – Russian baroque singing.

    
    
                    
                — Blagovest-info
            
            







    CONCERT IN TALLINN (ESTONIA)

    The depth of the music combined with professional and meaningful performance made listeners cry regardless of their nationality or religion. The performance of folk songs was remembered for the presence of a real Russian style.

    
    
                    
                — Moles.ee, Valery Petrov
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    A real musician is always a perfectionist

    The “Economic Strategies” journal








    ZNAMENNY CHANT AS A SYMBOL OF RUSSIAN CULTURE’S RENAISSANCE 

    The “Men’s work” journal








    Singing to create beauty

    “MK-Kuzbass”








    Church choir leader spoke about top quality singing

    The “SPb Vedomosti” newspaper
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    THE “GLORIFICATION OF CHRISTMAS” PROGRAM

    I was delighted with the performance of the choir: the school is amazing, the level is the highest. The ensemble showed an anthology of choral music from old compositions of znamenny chant to modern adaptations of folk songs. As a spectator, I received a huge aesthetic and spiritual pleasure from the contact with great music.

    
    
                    
                — Irina Bibeeva, Honored Artist of Russia, Professor of the Tyumen Academy of Culture            
            







    THE “CHANTS OF AN ANCIENT CHURCH” PROGRAM

    Ancient chants from Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece and Byzantium performed by the choir sounded differently. But each time the singing was harmonious and meaningful. No one was in a hurry or late, no singer drowned out the other. The style of this ensemble is characterized by calmness, depth and soulfulness; crystal clear, polished and holistic sound.

    
    
                    
                — Von Dr. Bärbel Schäfer, Deutschland            
            







    “FROM GREGORIAN CHANT TO RUSSIAN CHORAL CONCERT” PROGRAM

    As the rector of the Theological Academy, I would like our students to study such examples of singing collectives that have real experience of prayer and faith.

    
    
                    
                — Archbishop Ambrose, Rector of the St. Petersburg Theological Academy            
            







    CD “RUSSIA'S MOST BEAUTIFUL SONGS”

    First, the chorus is not anonymous but the talented Optina Pustyn male choir of St. Petersburg, here a group of eight that sound twice their number. This CD is of traditional folk songs, although several selections do have known composers. Second, these songs really are beautiful. You will not dance to these pieces, as they are nostalgic, sad, and romantic, and the mood and tempo are fairly consistant. There is the pathos of the lonely steppe, of patriotism, of religious desire. 

    
    
                    
                — Dr. Debra Jan Bibel, USA            
            







    CD “ORTHODOX CHANTS FROM RUSSIA”

    Magnifique, intérieur et transcendant. Ces chants élevant nous transportent dans la Paix intérieure, dans la Reconnaissance et l'Humilité. Très belles interprétations par de grands professionnels qui aiment ce qu'ils font. Amateur des choeurs d'hommes et de chants orthodoxes soyez au rendez-vous de l'écoute de ce CD.

    
    
                    
                — Cyrille C., France            
            







    CD “ORTHODOX CHANTS FROM RUSSIA”

    What an exquisitely moving and beautiful recording. I could listen to this on continuous loop. The complex layers of sound in Orthodox chant are like nothing I have ever heard, especially the extremely low basso profundo. 

    
    
                    
                — Seagull, USA            
            







    CD “ORTHODOX CHANTS FROM RUSSIA”

    When your heart is in the right place, this is ideal music to listen to, especially if you have a decent sound system.  I can only imagine how wonderful it would be to hear this choir singing in a nice, big, open church, the music filling the space and the heart!

    
    
                    
                — RHeath, USA            
            







    CD “ORTHODOX CHANTS FROM RUSSIA”

    This is one of my absolute favorite recordings of Slavic orthodox singing. The selection is inspired: one gets the more monophonic znamenny chant, which is closer to the Byzantine style, and the polyphonic Slavic singing which became popular in the 19th century… Often orthodox CDs originating in Eastern Europe sound muted with a degree of noise but this one is loud and clear. A must for every collection of orthodox music.

    
    
                    
                — Sofiaboy, USA            
            







    PERFORMANCE IN STOCKHOLM

    We sit on the benches, while six men in black suits and black shirts stand and look at us seriously, almost threateningly. “Mafia” – I have time to think. The tallest of them smoothly puts his big hand inside the jacket and pulls out a tuning fork. They sing “Venetian Night” so that I sigh with pleasure, they sing “Cherubic Hymn” so that they want it never to end, they sing the required number of verses in the folk song about Stenka Razin – exactly nine. The applause will never stop.

    
    
                    
                — Amber, Nacka – Stockholm, SE            
            







    CHURCH SERVICE 

    Once I spent Christmas in St. Petersburg. The night service was held at Dormition Metochion of the Optina Pustyn monastery. I heard this choir, and their performance sounded amazing! This is great: harmonious and professional singing. When they sang, I felt like I was rising above the ground.

    
    
                    
                — Larisa Filyanina, Honored Cultural Worker of the Russian Federation, Ulyanovsk            
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	Arrangements


                    

                    
                        
                            	
            
            
                
            
            
                
                    Annunciation Gabriel. Partes interpretation of the Znamenny chant                
            
        

        
    
	
            
            
                
            
            
                
                    Thy Resurrection in the Heavens.  Znamenny chant, partes interpretation                 
            
        

        
            
            
            
                Optina Pustyn male choir, 2002            
        

    
	
            
            
                
            
            
                
                    As many of you as were baptized. Partes                
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                                            Dear visitors/users,
                        1. Whenever the Optina Pusyn male choir’s official site OptinaChoir.com (hereafter referred to as ”the Site“) is downloaded, its software tools automatically ping users’ (visitors’) IP addresses and lookup domain names. Electronic addresses of visitors using the website’s interactive services and (or) sending electronic messages to addresses given on the website, automatically collected information about the pages viewed, and other information is stored using the website’s software tools for the purposes listed in Point 2 hereof.

                        2. Information on users collected and stored using the Site’s software tools is used exclusively to improve information presentation methods and formats, provide better service to visitors/users, identify the most frequently visited pages (interactive services), and keep track of the website’s unique visitor statistics.

                        3. Aside from the purposes listed in Point 2 above, information on users of the website cannot be used or disclosed in any way or form. This information is made available only to people specially authorised to carry out the work set forth in Point 2 above and who have been warned about their liability for any non-intentional or intentional disclosure or unsanctioned use of this information.

                        4. Any information derived from the data listed in Point 1 above may be made available for further use (dissemination) only in generalised form without specifying electronic addresses or domain names of the website users/visitors.

                                    

            

        

        
        
            This website uses cookies and metric systems to ensure the visitors get the best experience on using it.  If you do not want to use cookies, you can disable them in the security settings of your browser.
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